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Shinpan Tatsu-no-Miyako Sentaku-banashi: Imo-tako no

Yurai

Wealth and honour obtained by dishonest means are like
floating clouds. Honesty shall receive divine protection in the
end.

The lord of the Dragon Palace, called Dragon King VII,
was by nature gentle and benevolent. But Tako-no-Nyudo,
through cunning and flattery, cleverly won over him. Allured
by eloquence, the Dragon King entrusted Tako-no-Nyudo with
the government of the sea. As a result, the hereditary vassals
and sensible fishes hated Tako-no-Nyudo.

Now the Dragon King was laid up with illness. A Japanese
sea bass named Taian, who was a wellborn physician to the
king, a squid named Koan, and all those who had mastered the

art of medicine, high and low alike, were summoned to the

palace. But the treatment was of little effect. Then the squid Koan
said, "This is exactly like the condition of Princess Otohimeé
which arose before. Once again the medicine made from a liver
from a living monkey should bring about immediate recovery."

The conference concluded that, following the precedent, the
same tortoise, now a senior vassal, whose name was Bandai
Kaménoshin, should be appointed to the task. Just then Tako-
no-Nyudo stepped forward and said, "I hear that descendants of
the monkey killed for his liver still live on hills and dales. They
will surely take revenge for the murder. If so, it would be
difficult to compound the good medicine. I insist that this
should be assigned to someone else." Hearing his fluent speech,
no one could utter a word against it.

Then Isé Ebizo refuted his argument: "There is some truth
in the words. However, no one but Bandai Kameénoshin can
carry a person on the back. That 1s how Urashima, the beloved
husband of our Princess Otohimé was brought to the Dragon
Palace by Lord Kameénoshin. The role should be assigned to
Lord Kaménoshin according to a royal edict." As Isé Ebizo argued
thus vehemently, Tako-no-Nyudo retaliated with rage.

This incurred the wrath of the Dragon King, who rebuked
Isé Ebizo: "The speech of Tako-no-Nyudo, who governs well,
makes good sense. It 1s unreasonable for you to argue with

him." Thus a crafty fish swims with the tide, while a faithful
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fish withdraws with good grace.

Having heard about the course of events, Bandai Kaménoshin
was concerned about Ise' Ebizo's future. He also detested Tako-
no-Nyudo's dishonesty, and thought that now was the time to
retire. Thus he gathered his family and dependents, and secretly
set off, leaving a waka poem behind him.

Now Tako-no-Nyudo, by royal order, openly sent a suppon,
or a soft-shelled turtle, to Japan to obtain a liver from a living
monkey: suppon was from the Shinobazu Pond and was
familiar with the land. Walking around on business, he bumped
carelessly into a tub in front of the eel shop. A sturdy young
man came out of the shop and said, "What a big suppon this
1s! T am blessed with unexpected profit today. Come on."
Instantly the man caught him by the rump. Cut to pieces with
a well-sharpened knife, he lost his life in a hot pot. Until
yesterday he had lived happily. Today he lay on a chopping
board, and vanished like the dew.

Tako-no-Nyudo had waited eagerly for the suppon's return,
but he did not come back. In no time he wove a plot. Having
announced that the suppon had brought back a liver taken
from a living monkey, he placed a taro in a jar, and
respectfully carried it to the royal presence. Koan the physician
gladly lifted the lid, but found a taro instead of a liver. The

Dragon King asked for the reasons. "The suppon fiercely cut

open a wild monkey," explained Tako-no-Nyudo, "but the
monkey was so astounded that his liver was crushed and
changed 1nto a taro." Koan the squid observed him with
suspicion. However, overwhelmed by the octopus' spirit, he only
responded that it would be useless to use it, and withdrew from
the royal presence reluctantly. Koan's exquisite skill was in
vain, and the Dragon King passed away. The court was thrown
into disorder, and sensible fish in the sea lamented.

When Dragon King VII died, eight great dragon kings
including the dragon king Sagara met at the court to hold
a council. Because the eldest child was Princess Otohime,
they recommended her brother, the crown prince, to accede to
the throne as Dragon King VIII. Besides, as the new king was
very young, they decided to appoint Mizunoé-no-Kotaro, born
of Princess Otohimé and Urashima, to be adviser to the king so
as to govern the whole sea, for the prince was wise though
young. As Kotaro was gentle and polite, and kind to all the
fishes, the four seas were at peace. Isé Ebizo, who had fallen
under the former king's displeasure, was now pardoned and
ordered to labour at his loyal service, and was appointed to
search for the lost Kaménoshin.

Looked through by Kotaro, Tako-no-Nyudo colluded with
sharks and whales to build a castle offshore, in which they

stored provisions of taros (imo) and holed up. But Kotaro
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was so wise as to take care not to muddy the waters. With a
subtle stratagem he sprinkled ash over the floor of the palace,
and sent a messenger to Tako-no-Nyudo with the words: "Since
you gained the late king's favour, it 1s the will of Dragon King
VIII to appoint you by custom to govern the state." The
messenger, who 1s a flying fish named Tobiuo-umon, set out at
once, saying, "It's just a hop."

Tako-no-Nyudo was overjoyed and immediately went to
court. Having entered the palace, however, he could not move
his eight legs, nor could he stand firmly. The ash sprinkled
around made 1t impossible for him to stick to the floor. "T've
been trapped, haven't I?" cried Tako-no-Nyudo with regret. He
heard a loud voice, "Now, after many sins, have you learnt
vour lesson?" Just then Isé Ebizo rushed at him. Drawing the
sword handed down in his family, Ebizo cut Nyudo on the top
of the head. Struck home, he could do nothing but defend and
dodge. Ebizo followed him up and slashed him soundly. All the
others including Mizunoé -no-Kotard cheered FEbizo's heroic
action.

The remnants of the octopus' family no longer had power
to entrench themselves. They shared the taros that they had
stored, and shouldered them, or carried them on the back.
Stealing out of the castle, they went into hiding under cover of

night as fugitive warriors.

Though the sea i1s wide, there i1s no place to hide. They
went from the sea to the land, looking for whatever pond they
could hide in. But villagers found them and captured them
alive. Thus thousands of octopuses were caught. Because they
were carrying imo, cooked-food vendors bought both imo and
tako. They boiled them on a skewer, which they sold at a low
price. As a new combination, "Imo-tako" sold well. Though the
octopus payed the penalty for his neglect of his lord's orders, it
was deplorable that he should have ended his life with disgrace.

The octopus' family was caught alive on land. Sharks that
sided them lost their lives by the kitchen knife of a kamaboko
maker. Whales, who had been formidable opponents, fell on the
seashore of Kumano-ura famous for whaling. Bandai Kaménoshin
was called back to the court when hiding in a hill in
Kamakura. All the loyal vassals were rewarded. The world is at
peace and the sea is calm most auspiciously.

This 1s the origin and history of imo-tako. Do have a little.
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